17 February 1820. 




(Ireland.) 




A 

BILL 



[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 



For the better Regulation of Polls, and for making further 
Provisions touching the Election of Members to serve 
in Parliament for Ireland. 



Note. — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in 
the written Copy. 



[ JJ) 3E1R the Provisions contained in an Act made in the Preamble*. 

Fifty-seventh year of the reign of Ilis late Majesty, intituled, 

11 An Act for the better regulation of Polls, and for making other provi- 
“ sions touching the Election of Members to serve in Parliament for 
“ Places in Ireland have been found inadequate for all the purposes 
intended • 



3U5e tt therefore GktKictei), by the KING’s Most Excellent Majesty, S7 Geo. 3 , 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- regulating 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by Polls, &c. at 
the Authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing of this i'rehnd" b 
Act, the said recited Act, and all the clauses and provisions therein repealed ‘ 
contained, shall be and the same is and are hereby repealed. 



AND for the further amending the Laws for regulating the election 
of Members to serve in Parliament for Ireland , and to provide for 
the more expeditious taking of Polls thereat, BE it Enacted, That from p 0 ]j s s j )a u 
2 and after the passing of this Act, every Poll which shall be demanded ^^°” n the 
at any election of a Member or Members to serve in Parliament for any demanded, or 
county, city, borough or other place in Ireland , shall commence on the clay and continue’ 
upon which the same shall be demanded, or upon the next day after at d:,ll y > and 

, 1 1 J conclude at 

farthest (unless such day shall happen to be a Sunday, Christmas Day 3 o’clock on 
or Good Friday, and in such case on the day then next after) and shall be (Sundays^’ 
duly and regularly proceeded in from day to day, for so many hours of p!|‘. ist a '"j 8 
each polling day as the Returning Officer or Officers is or are by this Act Good Friday 
Co. A directed ““‘ >ted ' ) 
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directed to keep the Poll open (Sundays, Christmas Day and Good 
Friday always and only excepted ) until the same be finished ; hut so 
that ho Poll for the election Of a Member oi' Members to serve in 
PaVliahieUt for any County, City, liorouyh or other place in Ii'dtiml, shall 
continue more than fifteen days at the most (Sundays, Christmas Day and 
Good Friday always excepted ;) and if such Poll shall continue until the 
fifteenth day, then the same shall be finally closed at or before the hour of 
three in the afternoon of the same day, and the returning officer or officers 
at every such Election shall immediately after the final close of the Poll, 
truly fairly and publicly declare the name or names of the person or 
persons who hath or have the majority of votes on such Poll, and shall 
forthwith make a return oi such person or persons. 

And be it further Enacted, That immediately after the receipt of 
the Writ for making an Election for any County, the Sheriff of such 
County shall, and he is hereby required to -indorse thereon the date of 
receiving tbe_ same ; and that such Sheriff shall, within two -days 
after the receipt of such Writ, cause Proclamation of the time and place 
of holding such Election, to he made at the place where the ensuing 
Election ought by law to be holden, between the hours of ten of the 
clock .in the forenoon and two of the Clock in the afternoon ; and that 
Uie said Sheriff on the same day shall cause to ho affixed on the Honrs- of 
tho County court-house, public notice, signed by -himself, of a special 
county court to be there holden for the -purpose -of such dilectkm 
only, and which shall ho holden on some day (Sunday, Christmas Day 
and Good Friday excepted) not later from the day cif making such -Pfo- 
damatiun. and affixing such notice, -than die sixteentli triy, nor-somier 
than the tenth day,;, and that the mayor, sovereign, iportrieve, pffovtist 
burgomaster, bailiff or seneschal, of any borough or other pltice'-iu «eh 
Cp„„ty shall, from and alter the first day of April one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, hold tho Election for the same not later than ei*ht 
days after he las received the precept of the . Sheriff' of such County, 
having in the Usual public place ill such I!oroui>h on.'other place, caused 
to be affixed a Notice'niicler'Ms hand, of the time and place of holding 
such Eleehhn four, days at the least-preceding the day of 'Election ; and 
that the Sheriff or Sheriffs' Ufa county of a tdivn, or a county of a 
city, shall, from and after the'fifstday'of April one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty, hold the Election, for such town or city not later than cwbt' 
days from the day of receiving the writ, having in the usual place of such 
city or town, caused to be affixed 'notice under his or their hand of tho 
tunc and place' of holding such Election, four days at the least precedin'- 
the day ot the Election. 0 



And h e ,t further Enacted, That whenever in any one ‘barony , 
half barony of any county, or in - any county of a town or county of 
Cl y, tho number of Freeholders appearing by the books of - the’ del 
ot the peace capable of voting at any Election for the same, she 
exceed one thousand Freeholders, it shall and may be lawful f< 
the returning officer or officers, and such returning officer or- office 
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is ariU are hereby required, to erect two or more booths, or to hire two fliaii he made, 
• 01 111010 buildings for such barony or halt barony, or for such county til'ln no ^ r 1ore 

ot a town or county of a city, and to make such a division or divisions siiaii poii at 

5 of the Freeholders of such barony or half barony, or of such county of °" e J3oot!l ' 
a town or county of a city, according to the first letters of their names, 

so as not to divide names beginning with the same letter, and so 
that it shall not be necessary for more than five hundred Freeholders to 

poll in any one place of [rolling; and that it shall and may be lawful 

for the returning officer or officers, and he and they is and are 
hereby required, to erect as many more booths, or to hire as many more 
buildings, as may be necessary for this purpose, and to appoint as many 
additional deputies and [roll clerks as shall be necessary to take the poll in 
such additional booths or buildings, not exceeding one deputy and one 
poll clerk for each such booth or building. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and sheriff ftalt 

for the returning officer or officers, at any Election for a Member to attcn ' lata 

serve in Parliament for any county, city, borough or other place, and he rate from 
and they is and are hereby required, to employ a barrister or counsel to Boothf, to 
assist him or them as his or their assessor in the execution of his or their d ‘, c t jf d e q*', 
duty, and to erect a booth or hire a building, unless there shall already' be Sons, 
some fit and convenient place 'for the purpose, wherein he or they may and 

6 shall decide all the disputed questions, and all the objections to votes, that 
may be 'referred tohim or them, and Which booth or building or other place 
shall be exclusive of the number of booths or buildings or other places re- 
quired for thepolling of the Electors; andsuch returning officer or officers is 
and are hereby required to give his or their constant attendance therein 
during the entire number of hours that the polling shall continue each day, 
any Act to the contrary notwithstanding; -and to .proceed without suffqr- 
ing any delay or interruption to take .place in deciding upon all disputed 
questions, and all :the objections to votes, which shall be referred to him 
or them from the polling booths; and that in case the returning 
officer or officers shall not be able to decide upon all the objections to 
votes referred to him.during the hours of polling,, then he or they shall give 
his or their attendance to proceeddn deciding the same at the said booth, 
building or other place, from the hour of seven of the clock in the afternoon 
of each polling day to the hour of ten of the clock ; and that the returning 
officer or officers at any. election for any city, borough or other place, is 
hereby required and empowered to appoint a deputy or deputies, to 
take the poll at any such election; and that the returning. officer’s" 

7 Deputy, in each place of polling, shall appoint such one person. .for each 
candidate, as shall be nominated to him by each candidate, to be an 
inspector of the clerk who shall be appointed for taking the poll, and 
the agent of .such candidate in each place of polling;!, and -such one other 
person for each candidate as shall be nominated by each candidate, to 
be a clerk for keeping a cheque-book of the poll-book in each place of 
polling. 

And be it further Enacted, That the clerk of the peace,, at every election clerk of th* 
of a Member to serve in Parliament for any county, county of a town or appofnt a’ 1 
■ 6o. county Person to 
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county of a city, shall appoint, or in failure thereof the returning officer 
or officers shall appoint a deputy clerk of the peace, anti likewise an 
assistant to' such deputy, to bo present in each place of polling, who shall 
take with him into' such place of polling, the registry hooks belonging to 
the barony or half barony, or county of a town or county of a city, to bo 
polled in such place of polling, and all the original affidavits or affirmations 
■winch have been made by the persons capable of voting in such place of 
polling respectively, any Act to the contrary notwithstanding; which 
affidavits or affirmations the clerk of the peace is hereby required to have 
arranged alphabetically in separate parcels, one for each letter of the alpha- 
bet, and indorsed with the names of the persons by whom the same were 
r espectively made, and also with the number of the entry of each affidavit or 
■ affirmation in the registry book ; and that in those cases wherein a certificate 
of registry shall not lie produced by the person tendering his vote or offering S 
lo poll, such person so appointed by tire clerk of the peace or by his deputy, 
shall, on the demand o( the Sheriff’s deputy, produce any such affidavit 
or affidavits, or affirmation or affirmations of registry, as may he by him 
required; and that sucir deputy clerk of the peace so appointed for the 
purpose aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive the sum of ten shillings and 
■no more for each day of his attendance, any Act to the contrary notwith- 
standing; and sucir assistant to. such deputy shall be entitled to receive 
■five shillings for each day of his attendance ; and that if such deputy, or 
such assistant to such deputy, shall alter, deface, destroy or lose any 
affidavit or affirmation of registry committed to his care, be shall forfeit 
the sum often pounds for every such offence, to any person suing for tiro 
same, by action of debt, at any general quarter sessions of the peace. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the returning 
officer or officers at any Election, and ho or they is and aro hereby 
required, on the demand in writing of 'any Candidate, to appoint coinpe- 
tent persons to act as Interpreters at the places of polling, so that one 
Interpreter shall .attend at each such place, if ho shall be vvanthw, in 
order to translate faithfully such Oaths, Affirmations, and sucli Questions 
and Answers, as are required to betaken, made, asked or given, at the 
place of polling; and that every such Interpreter shall immediately after 
such appointment, and before lie shall take upon him to act under such 
appointment, take the following Oath, and every returning officer is hereby 
required and empowered to administer the same : 

“ J- 1,0 s'rear, That I will faithfully Interpret such Oaths, 

“ Affirmations, Questions and Answers, as I shall be directed 9 
“ t0 interpret by the returning officer and his deputy.” 

And that every sucli person so appointed for the purpose aforesaid, shall 
he entitled to receive the sum of ten shillings for each day of his 
attendance. J 



And be rt further Enacted, 1 hat in every case in which any person 
shall tender his vote or offer to poll at an, Election for a Member to 
serve m Parliament for a county or a county of a tow n, or a county of tt 

city. 
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city, by virtue of a freehold, the returning officer’s deputy shall, in the first 
pliice, refer to the entry of the affidavit or affirmation of the registry of 
the same in the registry book, and write down, opposite to the same, the 
initial letters of his name; and then he shall refer to the certificate or af- 
fidavit of the registry of the same ; and that if any such person shall pro- 
duce a certificate of the registry of his freehold, corresponding with such 
entry ol the original affidavit or affirmation, without any erasure or interli- 
neation therein, signed in open court by two Justices, and countersigned by 
the acting Clerk of the peace, in such manner as is directed by an Act made 
in the Parliament of Ireland in the thirty-fifth year of his late Majesty’s 
reign, intituled, “ An Act for regulating the Election of Members to serve 
“ in Parliament, and for repealing the several Acts therein mentioned,” 

10 or signed in such manner as is directed by this Act, or any other Act, 
■when the freehold is situated in a county of a town or a county of a city, 
such Certificate shall, without further proof, be deemed of equal authen- 
ticity with the original oath or affirmation, and conclusive evidence that 
such person so tendering his vote or offering to poll, had registered such 
freehold ; and the returning officer’s Deputy shall write down the initials 
of his name upon the margin of such certificate ; and that in all cases 
wherein no such Certificate shall be produced by the person tenderin'? 
liis vote or offering to poll, or wherein such certificate, if produced, shall 
appear to the returning officer’s Deputy not to be in manner and form 
as aforesaid, then it shall and maybe lawful for the returning officer’s 
Deputy, and he is hereby' required, to direct the Deputy Clerk of the 
peace to produce the original Affidavit or Affirmation of the Registry 
of the freehold of such person so tendering his vote or offering to poll. 

And be it further Enacted, That at any Election for a Member or 
Members to serve in Parliament for any county, city, borough or other 
place, the returning officer’s Deputy shall, if required by any candidate, 
or the Inspector of any candidate so to do, in person administer, in the 
place of polling in which he presides, an Oath in the following form, to 
every person separately, who shall tender his vote or offer to poll at 

11 such Election, and immediately after the production of the certificate or 
affidavit of registry, when any such person votes by virtue of a freehold; 
that is to say ; 

“ I, A. B. do swear, [or, being a Quaker or Moravian, do solemnly 
“ affirm] That I will true answer make to all such questions as 
“ the Sheriff’s, or other returning officer’s Deputy [as the case 
“ may be] presiding in this booth shall demand of me ; and I 
“ do also swear, [or, being one of the people called Quakers 
“ or Moravians, do solemnly affirm,] that I have not polled 
“ before at this Election; and that I am, as I believe, twenty- 
“ one years of age. So help me GOD.” 

And that immediately after any person so tendering his vote, or offering 
to poll at any Election for a Member to serve in Parliament for a 
county or a county of a town, or a. county of a city, shall • have taken 
such oath or affirmation, the returning officer’s Deputy shall, if required 
fio. E by 
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by any candidate or the Inspector of any candidate so to do, put the 
following Questions, and no others, to every such person so tendering 
his vote, or offering to poll, any Act to the contrary notwithstanding ; and 
that the poll clerk shall forthwith write down the entries on the poll book 
that he is hereinafter required to make, according to the answers which 
every such person shall give to the said questions; and that if these ques- 
tions shall not be put, then according to the entry of the voter’s registry 
in the registry book : 

1. What is your name ? 

2. Where do you reside? 

3. Do you swear that you are possessed of a Freehold in this 12 

county ? 

4. Where is it situated ? 

And that the returning officer’s Deputy shall then, if required by any can- 
didate or the Inspector of any candidate so to do, refer to the certificate of 
registry, if one be produced by the person tendering his vote or offering to 
poll; or if none be produced, he shall refer to the original affidavit of regis- 
try, and then shall ask, if required by any candidate or by the Inspector of 
any candidate so to do, the following Question, without making any com- 
ments or observations upon the said certificate or affidavit : 

5. Is the Freehold described in this certificate, or, affidavit of registry 

\cis the case may Ac], the same Freehold which you now swear 
you are possessed of, and by virtue of which you now offer to 
vote? 

And that in case it shall appear to the returning officer’s Deputy, from 
the certificate or affidavit of registry, that any person shall tender his vote, 
or offer to poll, in respect of a freehold of the value of forty shillings 
only, the said Deputy shall then, if required by any candidate or the 
Inspector of any candidate so to do, put the following Questions : 

6. Do you swear, that you have been in the actual occupation of this 

Freehold, as described in your certificate or affidavit of registry, 

[Vw the case may he] by tilling it, or by grazing it, or by residing 
upon it, during the whole of the last twelve' months? 

7. Do you swear, that this freehold is now of the clear yearly value' 

of forty shillings, above all charges payable out of the same? ‘ 
And that whenever the entry of the affidavit or affirmation of the registry of 
any such person shall appear in the registry hook ; and that any such 
person shall have produced such a certificate of registry as is hereinbefore 
described; or that the original affidavit or affirmation of registry shall 
have been produced by the Deputy Clerk of the peace ; and that any such 
person so tendering his vote or offering to poll, shall have taken the oath 
required as aforesaid, mid shall have answered the questions that shall have’ 
been demanded of him as aforesaid, such Deputy shall then ask him the 
following Question : 

8. For whom do you vote ? 

And that his vote shall lie entered on the poll book according to his 
ans»er; unless all objection be made, thereto by an Inspector of one of tire 
Candidates appointed in the manner hereinbefore directed ; and that if 
it shall appear to such Deputy, from the answers which shall he given by 

any 
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any person to the first four Questions aforesaid, that his Freehold arises 
from a rectory, vicarage, curacy or other ecclesiastical preferment, the said 
Deputy shall forthwith proceed to ask him for whom he gives his vote ; 
and his vote shall be entered on the poll book according to his reply, 
14 unless an objection be made thereto by an Inspector of one of the candi- 
dates appointed in the manner hereinbefore directed : Provided always, 
that it shall and may be lawful to and for the returning officers Deputy, 
to take the vote of any person tendering his vote or offering to poll, whose 
freehold appears on the registry book, without referring to the certificate 
or affidavit, or affirmation of registry, and without administering any oath 
or putting any question to such person, except the question, “ For whom 
do you voter” if he be not required by any candidate or any Inspector of 
any candidate so to do; and provided always, that if an entry of the 
affidavit or affirmation of the registry of the freehold of any person ten- 
dering his vote or offering to poll, required by law to be registered, shall 
not appear in the registry book, or that if any person tendering his vote 
or offering to poll shall not either produce such a certificate of registry as 
is hereinbefore described, or be able to refer to an original affidavit or 
affirmation of his registry in the possession of the Deputy Clerk of the 
peace, or that if any such person shall refuse to take the oath aforesaid, 
or shall not give a direct and immediate answer to each of the questions 
to be put to him by the returning officer’s Deputy, or that the person so 
examined shall admit in his answer or answers to said question or ques- 
tions, that he is not the person whose freehold is registered, or that he 
has no freehold, or that the freehold described in his certificate or affidavit 
or affirmation of registry (as the case may be) is not the freehold for 
which he tenders his vote, or that he has not been in the occupation 
thereof for the whole of the last twelve months, or that the same is not 
at the time of tendering his vote, of the value of forty shillings above all 
charges payable out of the same, then and in every or in any such case, 
it shall and may be lawful to and for such Deputy, and he is hereby 
required, authorized and empowered, to direct such person to withdraw, 
and to proceed immediately to receive the vote of the next person who 
shall tender his vote or offer to poll. 

And be it further Enacted, That at any Election for a Member to 
serve in Parliament for any county, city, borough or other place, no 
objection shall be made to a vote until after the person tendering the same 
shall have declared for whom he votes ; and that if the vote of any person 
shall lie then objected to by an Inspector of any candidate, the poll shall 
not be for that purpose delayed, but the returning officer’s Deputy shall 
i 5 immediately proceed to receive the vote of the next person who shall tender 
his vote or offer to poll ; and that the Inspector who shall have made the 
objection on behalf of any candidate shall write down a Memorandum, 
on a printed form to be provided by the returning officer, containing the 
name of the voter, the place of his abode, and the nature of the objection 
or objections, and sign and date the same, and shall give the same to the 
returning officer’s Deputy, who shall sign the same with the initial letters 
of his name, and then give the same to the assistant Deputy clerk of the 
peace, who shall take the same, together with the certificate, or affidavit 
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or affirmation of registry, if the same shall be necessary, forthwith to the 
returning officet, cu decide on toe validity rnei'eol ; anti unit it snail 
thereupon be lawful to and for the returning officer or officers, or bis or 
their assessor, at the discretion of such returning officer or officers, out) his 
or their assessor only, to order the voter to attend before him or lliem 
during the inquiry into his vote ; and for such returning officer or officers 
or his or their assessor, to examine such voter, by such questions as such 
returning officer or officers, or his or their assessor, shall think necessary 
to ask, as to any objection or objections made to his vote ; and such return- 
ing officer or officers, or his or their assessor, shall administer an oath to 
such voter in the form following ; 

I, A. B. do swear [or, being a Quaker or Moravian, do solemnly 
affirm] That I will true answers make to all such questions as 

“ shall be here put to nre by the returning officer or officers, or ,g 

“ Ins assessor [as the case may he.] So help me GOD,” 

And that if the vote shall be allowed, the returning officer or officers or his 
or their assessor shall write down upon the memorandum these words, 
“Allow this Vote;” and that if the vote shall be disallowed, then the 
returning officer or officers or his or their assessor shall write down 
upon the memorandum these words, “ Reject this Vote;” and that in 
either case the returning officer or officers or his or their assessor shall 
write down the initials of his or their name or names under the words so 
directed to be written down upon the memorandum, and the returning 
officer or officers or bis or their assessor shall then deliver the said 
memorandum to the assistant Deputy clerk of the peace, who had 
brought the same to him or them, to be forthwith 1 carried back to the 
returning officer’s Deputy; anti that such deputy shall, upon the receipt 
of such memorandum, reject such vote, or order the poll clerk to enter 
the same upon the poll, according to the direction of the returning officer 
or officers or his or their assessor ; and that every such memorandum 
shall be preserved by such deputy, and be delivered by him to the return- 
ing officer or officers to be attached to the poll booled at the close of the 
election ; and that the form of the said Memorandum so to be prepared 
as aforesaid, shall be as follows : 
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(Signed) A. D. 

Dated day of 18 



Provided 
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Provided always, that in case any objection be taken to any vote, which 
shall appear to the returning officer’s Deputy not to differ from one pre- 
viously ruled by the returning officer or officers, or his or their assessor ; 
or in case any objection be taken which shall appear to such Deputy to 
be frivolous, or taken for the purpose of delay, that then in every such case 
it shall and may be lawful to and for the Deputy to refuse to transmit 
the memorandum containing such objection to the returning officer or 
officers; and that in every such case such Deputy shall admit the vote, 
so objected to, to be entered upon the poll. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any other 
person whatever, other than the returning officer or officers, or his or their 
assessor, to ask any question of any person who shall be examined by 
the returning officer or officers, or his or their assessor, on account of his 
vote having been objected to ; or for any person to interfere with or 
suggest any question to such returning officer or officers, or his or their 
assessor, respecting the examination of such person ; and that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Sheriff or other returning officer or officers, or 
his or their assessor, at the discretion of such returning officer or officers, 
or of his or their assessor only, to permit a barrister or barristers to 
j 8 argue any question of law before him or them ; any act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any deputy Deputies lhait 
of any returning officer, to put any other questions to any person vote^'w 
tendering his vote or offering to poll at any election for a member to vmcrTexcept 
serve in parliament for a county, or a county of a town or county of a city, as before 
than those questions hereinbefore directed to be put, or to make any provu,etl ' 
comments, or observations on the answers which may be given to the 
same ; or on any matter or thing relating to any vote which may be ten- 
dered before him ; aqd that if any objection be made to any vote at 
any election for a county, city, borough or other place, such objection shall 
be forthwith referred by the returning officer’s deputy, as hereinbefore 
directed, to the returning officer; and that it shall not be lawful for any 
such deputy to investigate the right of any person to vote, further or other- 
wise than as hereinbefore directed, or to reject the. vote of any person 
without reference to the returning officer. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person, Eeftraining 
whether barrister, attorney, inspector, agent, candidate or elector, or any pieadin^or' 
19 other person whatever, to plead or speak in any place of polling during 

the time of polling, on any matter or thing concerning, the polling, (unless booth, 
for the purpose of tendering an objection to a vote in the manner herein- 
before prescribed) or concerning the refusal of any returning officer’s 
deputy to transmit an objection to a vote to the returning officer or 
officers, or to ask any questions of any person tendering his vote or 
offering to poll; and that every such deputy is hereby required and em- 
powered to commit to gaol, without bail or mainprize, any person who 
shall so plead or speak, or ask any question, or who shall in any manner 
interrupt the poll, or be guilty of a contempt to him ; provided that the 
time of such imprisonment shall not in any case exceed Twelve hours. 

60. C And 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person 
at any election to require any Elector to take any other oath or oaths, 
as a Freeholder’s oath, to show the possession, situation or any other cir- 
cumstances of his freehold, in order to enable him' to vote at such Election, 
than the oatli or oaths herein required to be taken; any Act to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall be admitted to poll 
at any Election for a Member to serve in Parliament for a county, city, 
borough or other place, who has polled before at such Election, or who has 
personated another elector for the purpose of polling at such Election, or 20 
who has polled by virtue of a forged certificate of registry, or who has 
polled by virtue of a registry of an alleged freehold under a lease of 
land, or tenements for a life or lives, made by a lessor who had 
not at the time of making the same, a freehold estate therein ; or 
by virtue of a registry of an alleged freehold under a lease of land 
or tenements, for a life or lives, which lease is to end and determine 011 
some such covenant or condition, that a freehold estate has not been 
demised by the same, it shall and may be lawful for the returning 
officer or officers, and they are hereby required, authorized and empowered, 
upon the complaint of any candidate, to take the vote of such person off 
the poll, at any time before the final closing of the same : Provided 
always, That the act corn plained of, as having been committed by such 
person, he set forth and described, and positively declared to have been 
committed by such person, in an affidavit to be sworn before a Justice 
of the peace, and that such affidavit be delivered to the returning officer 
or officers ; and further, that the act complained of shall appear to the 
returning officer or officers, upon a due examination of one or more 
credible witness or witnesses concerning the same, upon his or their 
oaths, to be proved to have been committed by such person, which "oath 21 
or oaths the returning officer or officers is or are hereby authorized and 
empowered to administer; and that the returning officer or officers shall 
examine all such cases between the hours of Seven of the clock and Ten of 
the clock of the afternoon of each polling day, except on that day on 
which the poll shall be finally closed, unless all the objected votes referred 
to such returning officer or officers by his or their deputies, shall have 
been decided upon and disposed of. 

And be it further Enacted, That the returning officer or officers at every 
Election for a Member to serve in Parliament for any county, city, 
borough or other place, shall cause the poll to be kept open in every 
place, and on every day of polling, from Nine of the clock in the morning, 
except on the first clay of polling, until Six of the clock in the afternoon’ 
except the last day of polling, between the fifteenth day of April and the 
fifteenth day of September; and from Nine of the clock in the morning, 
except on the first day of polling, until Five of the clock in the afternoon’ 
except on the last clay of polling, between the fifteenth clay of September 
ancl the fifteenth day of April ; and that in case any disputed questions, 
or any objections to votes referred to him or them, by his or their deputy 
or deputies, shall not be decided upon during the lime for which the poll 

shall. 
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shall be so kept open, the returning officer or officers shall give his or 
their attendance in his or their own booth or other place of sitting, and 
proceed to decide upon the same, from Seven of the clock to Ten of the 
22 clock of the afternoon of each polling day, except on the last day of 
polling. 




And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the rc- After the 
turning officer or officers, at anv election for a Member to serve in Parlia- £, ourth ^ 

J Returning 

ment for any county, city, borough or other place, and he and they is officer may 

and are hereby required, on any day after the fourth day of polling, com- jioothwLn 
puting therein the day on which the poll shall be commenced, to close 
linnlly the poll in any booth or place of polling in which no more than the day. 
twenty persons have polled, or been referred for decision to the returning 
officer or officers during that day : Provided always, That in case it shall 
appear, upon the evidence of two or more credible witnesses taken upon 
oath, and which oath the returning officer or officers is and are hereby 
empowered to administer, to the returning officer or officers that any 
persons intending to offer themselves to poll in such booth or place of 
polling, have been prevented by force and violence from coming to the 
same for the purpose of polling on that day, that then and in every such 
case it shall be lawful to and for the returning officer or officers to keep 
such booth or place of polling open for another day, and so on from day 
to day, if such force and violence be repeated, and be found to have taken 
place on such evidence as aforesaid, to the satisfaction of the returning 
officer or officers. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Sheriff of a county shall not Deputy 
appoint any person to act as his Deputy at any election, unless such who 

person shall be a clergyman, barrister or attorney, or shall have a Free- 
hold estate of the yearly vulue of Fifty Pounds at least, above all charges ; 
and that such Sheriff shall demand upon oath of such person, not being 
a clergyman, barrister or attorney, whether such person has a Freehold 
Estate of that value, at the time when he shall administer to him the oath 
required by law to be taken by every sheriff’s deputy. 

And be it further Enacted, That at any election of a Member to serve Returning 
in Parliament for any county, city, borough or town, it shall be lawful for j£mo™Con- 
the returning officer or officers to summon all constables, bailiffs and other &c< 
23 peace officers, to attend the places of polling, and to keep the peace at t0 attend 
such election, and to perform such other things as shall be assigned to ^‘emu- 
hirn by the returning officer or officers, and to appoint any number of nerate them, 
special constables that he or they may think proper to aid and assist 
therein ; and that every such constable, bailiff or peace officer, who shall 
be so employed, shall be entitled to receive the sum of Five Shillings for 
each day of his attendance; and that every constable bailiff or peace 
officer, when so summoned, who shall neglect to attend during the whole 
of such election, or to obey the lawful commands of the returning officer 
or officers, shall forfeit such office of constable, bailiff or other peace 
officer, and all salary due to him in respect thereof. 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
returning officer or officers, or his or their deputy or deputies, at any elec- 
tion, and he and they is and are hereby authorized, to commit all persons 
to gaol, without bail or mainprize, who shall be found rioting or interrupt- 
ing the poll, or wilfully preventing the approach of electors to the place 
of polling, or guilty of a contempt to him or them or their deputies ; 
provided that the time of such imprisonment shall not in any case exceed 
Twenty-four hours. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case of the death or severe illness 
of any returning officer, during the continuance of the poll at any 
election, it shall and may be lawful for the first sworn Deputy, and he is 24 
hereby required, under the penalty of forfeiting Five Hundred Pounds to 
any person who shall sue for the same, to proceed with the poll, and to act 
in every respect for all the purposes of the Election, and with all the 
power and authority to do any act required by law to be done by a re- 
turning officer at any election, as if he had been originally the returning 
officer; and that such Deputy shall take the oath directed by law to be 
taken by the returning officer at the commencement of the poll, which 
oath any two Justices of the peace are hereby authorized to administer ; 
and that such Deputy shall proceed with the poll, and finally close the 
same at the time hereinbefore required, and make a return of the person 
or persons who hath or have the majority of votes, unless his authority 
shall be superseded by the recovery of the returning officer. 

And be it further Enacted, That every returning officer who shall he 
by due course of law convicted of having acted corruptly or partially in the 
execution of his duty, as returning officer at any Election of a Member 
or Members to serve in Parliament, shall be adjudged guilty of a l,i*h 2 r 
misdemeanor, and shall be imprisoned for a period not exceeding Three ° 
years; and such person so convicted, is hereby declared to be fur ever 
incapable of holding any office or situation, civil or military, under the 
Crown. 

And be it further Enacted, That the expense of erecting booths or hiring 
buildings, and of employing assessors, sub-sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, clerks 
of the peace, deputy clerks of the peace, assistant deputy clerks of the 
peace, poll clerks and other clerks, interpreters and constables, bailiffs or 
other peace officers, and all other persons directed by this Act anil by 
other Acts of Parliament to be employed by the Sheriff or returning officer 
of a county, county of a town, or couiity of a city, for the conduction of 
an Election, and also the expense of making proclamations and returns 
and of stationary, and of advertisements, and all other expenses necessary 
for the purpose of providing the means of taking the poll at an election 
shall in the first instance be paid by the said Sheriff or returning officer or 
officers of such comity in which such election shall take place. " 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may he lawful for the 2(3 
Grand Jury of any county, county of a town or county of a citv, and they 
are hereby authorized and required, to present at the next assizes utter any 
Election for the same, such sum or sums of money as shall bo necessary 

to 
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to reimburse the person or persons, acting as the Sheriff or returning officer 
or officers for any such county, for the expenses incurred by him or them at 
such election, and that such sum or sums of money shall be paid imme- 
diately to such person by the treasurer of such county : Provided always, 

Tlmt before any such presentment be made, such person shall lay before 
the Grand Jury an account of all the particulars of the expenses at such 
election, and all the vouchers for the said expenses; and that it shall 
appear to the Grand Jury, that the said expenses are in conformity with 
the provisions of this Act, and the other Acts relating to Elections, and 
fair and reasonable in every particular. 

And be it further Enacted, That every affidavit or affirmation of registry Affidavit of 
made heretofore, shall be deemed to be according to law, notwithstanding 
no reference is made in it to a former registry ; and that in any affidavit formS1 ' Afll - 
or affirmation of registry which shall be hereafter made at any sessions 
of the peace, no words whatever shall be introduced having any reference 
27 to a former registry ; and that the acting clerk of the peace at every 
sessions of registry, shall immediately after each affidavit or affirmation 
of registry shall have been signed by the two presiding Justices, and by 
the acti ng Clerk of the peace, and before he proceeds to do any other 
business whatsoever, enter into a book the substance of every such 
affidavit or affirmation in succession, and not alphabetically ; in the Form 
following : 

Form of Entry 
of Affidavits 
of Regiltry in 
a Book, to be 
kept by the 
Clerk of the 
Peace, iigned. 
by the Jullices 
at each Sellion 
of Regiltry. 



28 And be it further Enacted, That the Clerk of the peace of every county, clerk ofthe 
county of a town, or county of a city, shall enter in alphabetical order, enter Free- 
according to the surnames of the persons who have registered Freeholds, 
the substance of every affidavit of registry, of every Freeholder capable of alphabetically, 
voting on the first day of May one thousand eight hundred and twenty, at 
Go. D any 
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And that the Entry in the said book of all the affidavits or affirmations, 
so registered on each day of every sessions, shall be signed by the pre- 
siding Justices at such sessions, or by Two of them at the least, before 
they leave the court, and countersigned and dated by the acting Clerk of 
the peace. 
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any election for the same, in the foregoing form, in separate books, one for 
each barony or half barony, county of a town, or county of a city, in which 
such Freeholds shall lie, and shall affix before each name a number, to 
show how many have registered under each letter of the alphabet in each 
book ; and that he shall enter in the same manner and form, the substance 
of every affidavit of registry which shall be made after the first day of 
May one thousand eight hundred and twenty. 



And be it further Enacted, That within one calendar month next alter 
the first day o) January one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, 
every Clerk of I be peace shall cause to be printed, in the cheapest man- 
ner, and by contract, not less than Fifty or more than Two Hundred 
copies of the said registry books, commencing with the entries of Twenty 
Pounds and Forty Shillings Freeholds, from the first day of January one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen ; and that every Clerk of the peace 
shall, within one calendar month after the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, and within one calendar month alter the 
first day ut January in every succeeding year, cause to be printed, in the 
cheapest manner and by contract, not less than Fifty nor more than Two 
Hundred copies of all entries in the registry book of each barony and half 
barony, county ol a town or county of a city, of all affidavits or affirmations 
of persons who have registered their votes within the year then last past 
ending on such first day of January respectively: Provided always, That 
the Clerk of the peace shall not suffer the original registry books to be 
out of his possession, but shall cause copies of them to be made for the 
purpose of printing the same. 

And be it further Enactqd, That the Clerk of the peace of every 
county, county of a town, or county of a city, shall produce one of the 
said printed copies of the registry books of each barony or half barony 
in such county, or of such county of a town or county of a city, corrected 
by him, and certified under his hand to bo correct, to one of His Majesty’s 
Judges of Assize, at the Spring Assizes which shall be in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, for any such county ; and shall 
produce at every succeeding Spring Assizes for the same, a printed copy 
of all entries made in such books within the year ending the first of January 
then last past, corrected by him, and certified under bis hand to be correct; 
and that such copy or copies, so certified and produced by the Clerk of the 
Fence, shall be immediately delivered over, in the presence of the Judge, 
to the Clerk of the Crown, who shall, sign and date the same ; and that 
such copy or copies shall be preserved among the records of such county, 
and shall be deemed equally valid as the original books at any election, 
in case the same, or any part of them, shall not be produced at such 
Election by the Clerk of the peace; and that the Clerk of the Crown is 30. 
hereby required to produce the said printed copies of such books at any 
Election, if called upon so to do by the Sheriff or Sheriffs of the 
county to which they belong; and that no Judge at the Spring Assizes 
to be holden in the said year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
one 6r at any succeeding Spring Assizes, shall fiat any Presentment 

for 
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for paying any salary to any Clerk of the peace, until such printed 
copy or copies of such registry books, so certified, shall be so delivered 
in his presence to the Clerk of the Crown ; and that it shall not be here- 
after necessary for the. Clerk of the peace to deliver copies of the entries 
in the books of registry to the Treasurer of the county, any Act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 



And be it further Enacted, That from and after the first day of May Freeholds not 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, the Justices presiding at any ed^unTef^the 
Sessions of the Peace shall not allow any person to register his Freehold inftrurnent is 
by virtue of any written instrument, unless the same be stamped according ll linptll ‘ 
to law ; and that the Clerk of the peace shall, from and after the first day 
of May one thousand eight hundred and twenty; certify in every cer- 
tificate of the registry of a Freehold of the value of Forty Shillings only, 
that the same was registered by virtue of a written instrument stamped 
according to law. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any Clerk of the peace shall omit 
or neglect to appoint Deputies and assistant Deputies to attend the 
places of polling at any Election; or to have the original affidavits or 
affirmations of registry arranged and indorsed as hereinbefore required ; 
or to enter in a book at every sessions of registry, the substance of every 
affidavit or affirmation made thereat, in the manner and form as herein- 
before required ; or to enter in books the substance of all affidavits or 
affirmations of registry of all the Freeholders who shall be capable of 
voting at an Election on the first day of May one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty, or of those who may thereafter register freeholds, in the 
manner and form as hereinbefore required ; or to cause registry books 
to be printed, and to be delivered to the Clerk of the Crown, in the 
manner and form as hereinbefore required ; or to certify in every cer- 
tificate of registry which he shall grant after the first day of May one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty, that the written instrument produced 
by the person registering a freehold was stamped according to law ; or to 
attend any sessions or court for registering Freeholders in any county of 
a town or county of a city, as hereinafter required, he shall for every such 
offence forfeit a sum not exceeding Five Hundred Pounds, to any person 
31 suing for the same ; such penalty to be recovered by information in any 
of Iiis Majesty’s courts of record in Dublin. 



Penalty on 
Clerk of the 
Peace for 
luglefit of 
duty under 
this A 61 , 
500/. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Grand jury 
_ , , » „ r ■ . . lhall nrefent 

Grand Jury of every county, county of a town, or county ot a city, at f or Expcnfe 

every Spring assizes, and they are hereby required, authorized and cm- 
powered, to present such sum or sums of money as shall be a proper Books, 
remuneration to the clerk of the peace for the trouble of preparing and 
the expense of printing the registry books, in the manner and form herein- 
before. directed : Provided always, that no such presentment be made 
until the contract for the printing thereof be produced, and that it appear 
to the Grand Jury that the Clerk of the peace 1 ms caused the said books 
to be printed in the cheapest manner. 

Go. ' AND 
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AND whereas by an Act made in the Parliament of Ireland in the 
thirty-seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty, intituled, “ An 
“ Act for the further regulation of the election of Members to serve in 
“ Parliament,” it is among other things Enacted, “ that if any person 
seised of a freehold not consisting of a rent charge shall desire to register it 
as being of the value of Fitly Pounds, or Twenty Pounds, he shall, in the 
oath or affirmation therein provided, name the parish or parishes, and the 
townland or townlands in which such freehold may be situated And 
whereas it is expedient that the name of the parish or parishes in the 3 
said oath may be omitted, and that the townland or townlands, or 
other denomination by which the place is generally known wherein the 
freehold is situated, be named in the said oath or affirmation ; JBE it there- 
fore Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any person seised of a freehold 
not consisting of a rent charge, who shall desire to register it as being of 
the yearly value of fifty pounds or twenty pounds, to omit in such oath or 
affirmation the name of the parish or parishes in which such freehold 
may be situated, and to name therein the townland or townlands or other 
denomination by which the place is generally known wherein the said 
freehold may be situated. 

And be it further Enacted, That every person who shall poll a second 
time, or offer to poll a second time, at the same election, or who shall 
personate any other person, or attempt to personate any other person, for 
the purpose of polling at such election, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon being thereof convicted in any of llis Majesty’s courts of 
record in Dublin, shall be imprisoned for any term not more than two years, 
at the discretion of the J udge or J udges who shall try such person. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall vole at anv 
Election, by virtue of the registry of an alleged freehold, under a lease 
of land and tenements for a life or lives, made by a lessor who lmd not at 3 , 
the time of making the same a freehold estate therein ; or under a lease 
of land or tenements for a life or lives, which lease is to end and de- 
termine on some such covenant or condition, that a freehold estate 
has not been demised by the same ; or under a lease of land or tene- 
ments for a life or lives, or a certain number of years, which life or 
lives is or are dead; or under a lease of land or tenements for a life 
or lives, which lease has expired or been surrendered, after due notice 
not to vote by virtue of any such registry shall have been given to such 
person by any candidate, or by any inspector of any candidate, and 
which notice every candidate and inspector is hereby authorized and 
empowered to give to such person at any time before or during such 
Election, or in the place of polling, such person on being convicted thereof, 
shall forfeit to any person who shall sue for the same, the sum of Twenty 
Pounds ; to be recovered by him or them, with treble costs of suit, by 
action of debt, at any general Quarter Sessions of the Peace, or at any 
Assizes that may be held in the county in which such Election shall have 
taken place. 



AND 
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AND whereas bv certain Acts made in the Parliament of Ireland, and Regulation 
34 also by a certain Act made in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, Freeholders 
made in the forty- fifth year of his late Majesty’s reign, intituled, 

“ An Act for amending an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in of Counties 

° . - . ‘ of Towns 

“ the thirty-fifth year of Ins late Majesty, for regulating the Klee- and cities. 

“ tion of Members to serve in Parliament, so far as relates to Freeholds 
“ under the yearly value of Twenty Pounds, and for making further and 
“ other Regulations relating thereto,” it is enacted, “ that every oath and 
affirmation made and subscribed at any sessions of the peace for registry 
of any freehold, shall be read aloud in open court, and signed by two of 
the Justices presiding therein And whereas the number of the Justices 
who are empowered to act within several of the counties of towns, or coun- 
ties of cities and towns, agreeable to the charters thereof, is extremely 
limited, and often confined to those, who from age and infirmity, are 
incapacitated for active performance of duty : And whereas it is necessary 
to provide against any consequent inconvenience or delay ol persons 
possessed of freehold property, who wish duly to register such freeholds, 
and to qualify themselves for exercising the elective franchise; BE it 
therefore Enacted, That in all counties of towns and counties of cities, on 
the day immediately preceding the opening of each general quarter 
35 sessions of the peace, unless such day shall fall upon a Sunday, and in 
such case on the day next but one preceding the opening of each general 
quarter sessions of the peace, and upon the day immediately after the 
criminal and other business of every such sessions has been fully transacted, 
unless such day shall fall upon a Sunday, and in such case, on the second 
day after the said business has been fully transacted, the mayor or other 
chief magistrate of such county of a town or county of a city, or his 
sufficient deputy appointed by him, pursuant to charter or prescription, 
in case of his absence from such, town or city, or his illness, shall, upon 
beinw required so to do by any Freeholder of such county of a town or 
county of a city, hold an open court of sessions for the purpose of regis- 
tering all such freeholders as shall present themselves for that purpose, in 
such manner and form as are now required by law ; and that the said 
mayor, chief magistrate or his deputy, shall commence his sitting on each 
day at the hour of ten of the Clock in the forenoon, and shall continue 
it till the hour of four of the Clock in the afternoon ; and that it shall 
also be lawful for any person possessed of a freehold in any county 
of a town or county of a city, to register the same before the recorder 
or his deputy, presiding in open court, at any quarter sessions of the 
ofi peace, or any adjournment thereof, for the county of the town or county 
of the city in which such freehold is situate ; anil that such mayor or 
other chief magistrate, or his deputy, and such recorder or his deputy, 
shall administer all oaths, and sign all certificates, which are now required 
by law, to render the registry of such freehold valid ; and that the 
signature of such mayor, chief magistrate or recorder, or of their several 
deputies so affixed in open court, shall be singly and of itself a sufficient 
attestation of such registry, in place of the signature of two magistrates 
and of the clerk of the peace, as now required by law ; and that the 
certificate of the registry of a freehold in any county of a city or county 
of a town so signed as aforesaid, shall be sufficient evidence of the 

(j 0 e re g ,sl|, y 
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registry of the same, at any election, if without any erasure or inter- 
lineation, any thing to the contrary in this Act notwithstanding; and 
that the affidavits of registry so attested, shall be then and” there 
delivered by such mayor, recorder, or their respective deputies, to the 
clerk of the peace, to be filed and kept amongst the records of the 
court. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any Mayor or other chief magis- 
trate of any county of a town or county of a city, shall neglect or wilfully 
omit to hold any such session, by himself or his sufficient deputy, in 
manner and form as hereinbefore required, upon being required so to do 
by any freeholder of such county of a town or county of a city ; or if any 
Mayor or other chief magistrate, or any recorder, shall omit or neglect, or 
wilfully refuse to register the freehold of any person duly qualified, who shall 
present himself for that purpose to such Mayor or chief magistrate or 
recorder, such Mayor chief magistrate or recorder so offending, shall forfeit 
the sum of One Hundred Pounds for each and every such neglect of duty; 
and that if the Clerk of the peace or his sufficient deputy shall neglect or 
omit to attend at any such session of the peace, upon due notice being given 
to him of the holding of the same by any freeholder of such county 
of a town or county of a city, and then and there to do all acts now 
required of him by law for the registry of freeholders, such Clerk of 
the peace shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of Fifty Pounds ; 
such penalties to be recovered by information in any of His Majesty’s 
Courts of Record m Dublin; one moiety whereof shall lie payable to our 
Lord the King, and the other moiety to him who shall sue for and recover 
the same. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall falsely make, for«e 
or counterfeit, or shall cause or procure to be falsely made, forged or 
counterfeited, or shall willingly act or assist in the false making, forging 
or counterfeiting any certificate of the registry of any freehold, or 
any affidavit or affirmation relating thereto, or any writing or instru- 
ment purporting to be a certificate of the registry of any such freehold, 
or an affidavit or affirmation relating thereto, or shall utter or publish, 
01 assist to utter or publish, or produce in any polling booth as true 
any such false, forged or counterfeited certificate or affidavit or affir- 
mation, writing or instrument, knowing the same to be false, forced or 
counterfeited, with intent to make or support any claim of himself, or any 
other person or persons, to vote at any Election of a Member or Members 
to serve m Parliament, every such person so offending, and being thereof 
lawfu ly convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged to be guilty of felony, 
and shall be transported for Seven years to some part of Ilia Majesty's 
dominions out of Europe . J " 



And be ,t further Enacted, That every person whom any returning 
officer at any election shall employ to act as a Clerk for taking the 

on,,’ ; r! Z m a b °? k t0 be provi<locl for that purpose, the number 
opposite to the name of each Freeholder in the registry book who shall 
tender las vote or offer to poll at such election, his name and the 

place 
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place of his abode, the situation and value of his freehold, and for whom 
he shall vote, and whether he has been sworn or put to his affirmation ; 
and it shall not be lawful for such clerk to make any other entries whatever 
in such book ; and every such clerk shall, before the beginning of the 
poll, take an Oath in the form following: 

.39 ct I A. B. do swear, That I will, at this Election of a Member 
^ [w* Members, as the case may be] to serve in Parliament. for 
“ the county, county of the town, or county of the city [as the 
“ case may be] of truly and indifferently 

“ take the Poll, and set down the number opposite to the name 
“ of each Freeholder in the registry books, his name and the 
“ place of his abode, and the situation and the value of his free- 
“ hold, and for whom he shall poll, and that I will not enter on 
“ the poll any Freeholder who is not sworn or put to his 
“ affirmation. So help me GOD.” 

Which Oath every returning officer is hereby authorized and required to 
administer. 

And be it further Enacted, That any deputy sheriff, poll clerk, clerk of 
the peace, deputy clerk of the peace, assistant deputy clerk of the peace, 
interpreter, constable, bailiff or peace officer, who shall absent himself 
from the duty of his office at any election of a Member or Members to 
serve in Parliament for any county, city, borough or other place, during 
any part of the time that the poll shall be kept open on each day, shall 
forfeit all compensation for his attendance during such election ; and that 
the returning officer or officers is and are hereby authorized and required, 
in case of the absence, neglect, misconduct or insufficiency of any such 
person or persons, immediately to remove any such person or persons, 
40 and to appoint a person or persons to fill his or their place or places. 

And .be it further Enacted, That all former Acts of Parliament for the 
regulation of the election of Members to serve in Parliament for Ireland , 
shall be and continue in force, except only so far as the same are repealed 
or altered by this Act ; and that this Act may be altered and repealed 
by any Act to be passed in the present Session of Parliament. 
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